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January 2023

It is hard to believe we have come to the end of the first term! The children have all worked extremely hard this term. Thank you for your attendance at this year’s Christmas Carol Service. Congratulations to everyone on playing their part in what was a beautiful start to the Christmas Season. We hope everyone has a peaceful Christmas and enjoys all the festivities with their family and friends.
We will see you all back at School on Thursday 5th January. Breakfast club will reopen on this date.

Milk/ Snack Term 2.

Thank you to everyone who has booked and paid for Term 2 milk and snack. Can any outstanding money from Term 1 please be paid as soon as possible? Thank you.

Breakfast club will reopen on the 5thJanuary.

New Intake 2023-2024 School Year

Admissions for Primary 1 Children Sept 2023. 

This can be accessed via our school website under ‘Our School – Apply for P1’ or via the EA website. The Education Authority (EA) process goes live on Tuesday 10th January 2023 at 12 noon. The closing time and date for punctual applications will be 12.00 noon on 27th January 2023. Applications received after 12 noon on 27th January and up to 4pm on 31st January will be treated as a late application. Parents will have the opportunity to amend their submitted application until the closing date. 

For admission to the forthcoming academic year, parents will continue to provide their child’s birth certificate and any other verifying documents stipulated in admission criteria directly to the first preference provider / school.

Transfer Children 

Most Secondary and Grammar Schools will be holding their ‘Open Nights’ for P.6 and P.7 pupils to attend in the coming months. Information for these will usually be posted in the local press. St. Ciaran’s College will be hosting their open night on Thursday 19th January at 7pm. ‘Open Nights’ are designed to help you and your child, make informed decisions about the school selection process by giving you the opportunity to speak to the principals, teachers and pupils of the relevant schools. Year 7 Pupils and their parents can find information on the Admission Criteria for each of these schools through the link on our school website. https://www.eani.org.uk/admissions-guides/postprimary-schools-admission-guide. Year 6 Parents can access information regarding Post Primary School Transfer Process at the same address above. 
January after school activities: Week beginning 9th January   

The following activities will run until Midterm break.
	After school club
	Monday 
	Tuesday
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday

	2pm-3pm
	P1-2

AB Coach

Sports activity
	P1-2

French club.

Tabletop games/outdoor

Play.

Miss Mc Clean/ Aimee
	P1-2

Art Club

Aimee


	P1-2

Gymnastics
Emma Hegarty
	P1-2.

Tabletop games/outdoor

Play.

Miss Mc Clean/ Aimee

	3pm-4pm
	P3-5

AB Coach

Sports activity
	P6 only - 4-week 
St. Ciaran’s block starting 17th Jan

	P3-5
Art club

Mrs Mc Garrity

.
	P5-7

Multisports

Emma Hegarty
	


St. Ciaran’s afterschool

Primary 6 will commence a 4 week block of afterschools starting on Tuesday 17th January, Tuesday 24th January, Tuesday 31st January, and Tuesday 7th February 2023. This initiative is funded by Extended Schools, so there will be no charge. The bus will collect the children from St. Mary’s at 3.15 where we will have the use of the sports hall to have a snack before afterschool commences
Parents must collect their child from St. Ciaran’s School at 4.30 sharp.  
A permission slip for attendance will be sent out in the new year.       
Library Van 

The Library van will be in school on Tuesday 10th January 2023. All children with outstanding books should bring them to school on this day. Primary 1, 2 and 3 will not be visiting the Library Van in the new year.  Primary 4, 5, 6 and 7 will make use of the services of the library van in Term Two.
Catholic Schools Week[image: image1.emf]
This year we celebrate Catholic Schools Week from Sunday, January 22- 29th. 
The theme in 2023 is Catholic Schools: Walking together in Faith and Love. 
More details about school events to follow.
Credit Union quiz

The credit union quiz will take place in St. Mary’s Primary School Assembly hall on Friday 27th January . More details to be .

Accelerated Reader 
Congratulations to all those children who reached their AR target in Term 1! We will celebrate this in the new Year.

Your child will be set a new individual AR (Accelerated Reader) target in January. The targets that are set for each child depend on two factors, the result of a Star Reading Test that each child sits at the start of the term and the teacher’s estimation of the amount of time the child is likely to read each day. After the Star Reading Test is taken, the children are awarded particular levels for their reading books. This is called their ZPD. The Accelerated Reading Program has determined that the child should read and take quizzes within these levels. It is so important that your child uses this fantastic resource for reading, to improve fluency and comprehension skills. The end date for Term Two’s target is Friday 31st March 2023. Please encourage your child to keep reading and taking AR quizzes to ensure he/she reaches 100% by Friday 31st March 2023. Prizes will be awarded to those children who reach their target. As parents, you can ensure that your child gets the most out of the program by reading regularly and consistently and asking the children questions about the book they are reading. Make sure to ask your child about the scores they are achieving in the quizzes.

Mathletics (P3-7) 

We encourage all the children to continue working hard on Mathletics in Term 2. Mathletics is an online learning platform that engages pupils through challenges and rewards. Linked to the National Curriculum, Mathletics supports children as they develop confidence in mathematics and allows them to practise key skills in a wide range of areas. It is designed to provide pupils with a captivating and safe learning experience which combines targeted and adaptive curriculum content, structured and interactive support, with engaging games and rewards.
