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March 2023
Congratulations.

We extend a warm welcome to our new Principal Mrs Cara Donnelly who has been appointed by our governors. We are awaiting confirmation from CCMS regarding a timeframe for her to take up post, but she is looking forward to joining us as soon as possible.
Allianz Cumann na mbunscoil Quiz

St. Mary’s PS hosted the local heat of Allianz Cumann na mBunscol quiz for 10 of our local schools today. Well done to all involved especially our own P7 team of Cara, Cliodhna, Tom and Oran.
Schedule of events for March
· 2nd- World Book Day.
· 5th – Credit Union Quiz Kelly’s Inn Garvaghy @ 1.30pm.
· 6th- Knockmany Runners event.

· 7th- RE visit- P2, P5 classes.

· 10th Book Fair arrives in school. PTA Hot Chocolate party in school 7-9 pm.
· 14th -First Penance in school.
· 14th- Hurling tournament. Loughview, Dungannon- 10-12pm. More details to follow.
· 16th – Green Day- Wear something green to school and bring £1 to donate to

· 17th – St. Patrick’s Day- school closure.

· 22nd -Celebration Day School Assembly for Mr. Cullen.
· 24th-Soccer tournament. Windmill PS Dungannon. More details to follow.
· 27th- Mr. Cullen’s retirement Mass 7pm, followed by function in St. Ciaran’s Hall.
· 29th- Dan the Skipping Man- Whole school event
Retirement Donations/ preparations.
Thank you to all families who have already donated towards a retirement gift for our departing Principal Mr. Cullen. Anyone still wishing to contribute are asked to do so before Friday 3rd March. It is an emotional time for our school family as we say goodbye to friends and colleagues. We wish to thank Miss Mc Clean who has been with us in P1/2 for her contribution to school life and dedication to the children this year. We know St. Marys will always hold a special place in your heart.

World Book Day

World book day occurs this year on March 2 nd. The children will be involved in a programme of exciting activities in each class building up to the arrival of our book fair on March 10th. 
Children can come to school on Friday 10th dressed as their favourite book characters during the day.

Our Book Fair runs from Friday 10th to Wednesday 15th. Please check below for details. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support. which enables the school to obtain valuable reading resources for all our children.
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Friday 10th


Book Fair Browse.


Favourite Character Day.

Pupils are asked to come to school dressed as a character from a book. 

7pm – 9pm - PTA Hot Chocolate Party -Book Fair – See details attached.
Mon 13th Mar- Wed 15th



The book fair will open each day between 2.00pm – 3.30pm.
Credit Union quiz
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Good luck to Maggie, Cillian, Jayden and Shea who will represent St. Mary’s PS and Moyneir Credit Union on Sunday 5th March in the Credit Union Chapter Quiz. This will take place in Kelly’s Inn Garvaghy at 1.30pm. Best wishes from all at St. Mary’s.
All pupils taking part should be in their places between 1.00 -1.15pm wearing school uniform. 

Knockmany PS Cross Country event 
Knockmany runners are hosting their Cross-Country event to take place at the pitches behind Augher Central Primary School on Monday 6th March. The event is open to those pupils who attended the Saturday sessions. Thank you to those parents who have expressed an interest in their children attending and those who have offered support with transporting the children. Details as follows:

( Races to commence at 10.00. 
( There will be 10 races in total, a race for every class group from P3-P7 with separate boys’ and girls’ races. 
( The races will be different distances to suit the various age groups with team prizes in each age category.
( Schools can arrive from 9.30 am if they wish to arrive early to warm up. 
Car/bus parking will be at the car park at Augher Stars Football Pitch.

Dioscesan Visit

Mr John Campbell our assigned Diocesan Advisor will visit school on Tuesday 7th March. This year, the focus of his school visit will be to Miss Mc Clean’s Primary 2 and Mr. Donaghy’s Primary 5 class. 
Hot Chocolate Party Friday 10th March 7-9pm in St. Mary’s School Hall
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Our PTA will host a return of their renowned Hot Chocolate and Cookie night on Friday 10th 7-9pm. 

The book fair will be opened for business during the event and we encourage all families to come out and support our PTA for what has always been a firm favourite in our school calendar.
Please note all children are to be accompnied by an adult.
Sacrament of First Penance 

The sacrament of First Penance for children in P.4 takes place on Tuesday 14th March in School. This is a very important occasion in the lives of the P.4 children and their families as they prepare for First Penance and look forward to First Communion. We the school community extend to them every blessing and our very best wishes. 
Green Day

On Thursday 16th March we will wear green to school to mark St. Patrick’s Day. We ask that all pupils bring a donation of £1 which we will donate to Mary’s Meals as part of our Lenten work.
      
Pupil Assembly 
We are planning an event for the children to say their own heartfelt goodbye to Mr. Cullen on Wednesday 22nd March. Thank you to Stephanie for helping us prepare for this very special occasion in the life of our school. The children and in particular our school choir have been working hard under the direction of Mrs Ciara Mc Ginley in preparation for our School Mass on Monday 27th March. 

We will require all choir pupils P4-7 to be in the chapel between 6.15-6.30pm. Any Pupils from P1-3 who are attending are asked to be seated with their parents.

Thank you to Ciara and our team of past pupils who have agreed to help with the music on the night. Your support is greatly appreciated by us all.
Mr. Cullen’s retirement mass
The school community of St. Mary’s Ballygawley extend a warm invitaion to all to join them in a celebration for Mr. Cullen’s retirement. Mass will be celebrated at 7pm in the Church of the Immaculate Conception, followed by light refreshments in St. Ciaran’s Hall.

Dan the skipping Man

The school has recently purchased class sets of skipping ropes. DTSM will be in school on Wednesday 29th March to host a coaching day. We are all looking forward to a fun day of skipping. 
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School Closure


                                                St. Patrick’s Day- Friday 17th  

















